SENIOR AMBASSADOR GIFT SUGGESTIONS
I recently heard a fabulous idea from another school, and it’s budget conscious!  Give each senior a personal recommendation letter from the Vice President of Admission or President.  In my case, I’ll pre- write these so she can edit and sign them. In the past, I’ve given seniors Alumni license plate frames. This year I’ll give the letters along with special Working Class Studio alumni t-shirts. http://workingclassstudio.com/index.php
Erina Tandy
Assistant Director of Enrollment Events and Programs

Student Ambassador Adviser
Savannah College of Art and Design®
T: 912.525.5159 – Fax: 912.525.5993
emmccoy@scad.edu - www.scad.edu
**********************************************************************
I know it is already warm outside.. but in the past I've given seniors knit rugby scarves (scarfs?) with our logo embroidered on them. They were a hit and I believe with embroidery they were about $8 or $9 each. 

 

Penny Klimas
Oklahoma Baptist University

Shawnee, Oklahoma

Admissions Counselor

405.878.2033
**********************************************************************

Penn State does leather portfolios (professional yet practical).  Catherine
**********************************************************************

At Cornell we give our seniors honor cords that they wear on commencement day with their cap and gowns.  We also give them a Cornell-related book.

Here's a site with a variety of cords http://www.google.com/search?q=honor+cords&hl=en&client=firefox-a&hs=owz&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&prmd=ivns&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=UZWlTYT-KoSUtweHo-S9Ag&ved=0CEMQsAQ&biw=1212&bih=909
You also might want to check and coordinate the color selection with your Commencement Office so as not to duplicate another area.

Peggy
**********************************************************************

We give our graduating seniors a portfolio that they can use for interviews as they begin their job search.  In the portfolios we are including a letter of reference signed by our Associate provost for Enrollment management and services.  We also give all of our ambassadors a 25$ gift card to the NC State bookstore.

Stacy L. Fair, Director

E. Carroll Joyner Visitor Center

NC State University

1210 Varsity Drive

Campus Box 7404

Raleigh, NC  27695-7404

919-513-2102
**********************************************************************

Something we have done that is affordable and they love is we give them GW Sweatshirt blankets. They are huge blankets with GW's logo and name written on it and it is made out of sweatshirt material. On our campus its about 30 dollars/blanket.

Dorie Ann Ravick

GWU

**********************************************************************

I ask various departments across campus for items to put together a basket of sorts. For example, I get meal passes from campus dining, gift cards from the bookstore for the Bookstore, passes to a performance from our Concert Series, etc. It makes a nice "basket" and is a little pay back in that these areas are regularly promoted/discussed on tours.

LeAnn

University of Missouri
**********************************************************************

We are ordering a desk name plate with our logo and their name on it.  Susan Houston – SHSU

**********************************************************************

We have had two successful ideas in the past few years – an alum wrote a children’s book about our campus as told by our mascot CY, students love it! We also have given “Alumni” coffee mugs and it has brought tears to their eyes! It’s typically the first alumni item they receive, and it costs us around $6!

Jen Hacke

**********************************************************************

In the past years, we have gone to Things Remembered and gotten our seniors leather bound portfolios with some sort of engraving of their name and graduation year, along with a pen engraved with “Carpe Deim”.  They all seem to really like them… J

Marcos J. Harders

Visit Team Coordinator

Office of Admission

Office: (816) 501-3603 | Fax: (816) 501-2453
**********************************************************************

The past couple years, I have purchased sketches of the main building on campus  The sketch was originally made in 1977 by a local artist.  I also buy frames and frame the sketches for the students.  They absolutely love them.  The sketches are usually around $8.00 and I have found frames at Hobby Lobby and Michael's for originally $30; however, they run 50% sales all the time so I have been able to save a lot on the frames.  
 

Catie Taylor 

Associate Director of Admission 

University of Evansville 

ct37@evansville.edu
1-800-423-8633 ext. 1124

1-812-488-1124

Fax: 1-812-488-4076

**********************************************************************

We've gone to key chains that are small replicas of the one we use for our vans. Our students love them, the picture I'm including was borrowed from facebook where the student posted it. (She graduated over a year ago.)   Money with this is pretty low, and we get no funding for our office to do this. 
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Christina M. VanMiddlesworth

Admissions Officer 

Florida State University Office of Admissions & Visitor Services

Room B1200 UCB 282 Champions Way PO Box 3062400 Tallahassee FL 32306-2400 

Phone: 850.644.0047 

Fax: 850.644.2099 

Email: cvanmiddlesworth@admin.fsu.edu 
**********************************************************************

I have a small tour program, so it’s a little easier to buy a few personal gifts for those graduating. However, we had our first pioneering class graduate in 2009. Because there were so many of them we decided to make them scrap books. The entire Admissions Department included pictures and messages to the students and thanked them for all of their hard work. They came out great and it was very inexpensive. Other less expensive ideas are themed baskets. Some of our students plan to take the summer off after graduating, so we make them a fun summer basket with movie tickets, summer reading material, candy, and other small “summer themed” gifts. We’ve also made a “work themed” basket that included resume paper, envelopes, a portfolio from our campus, business card holder, etc. If they plan to continue to graduate school, you could possible buy them things that are the colors of their new school, or of the same mascot. 

Lorena Calderon
Visitor Center Coordinator
University of California, Merced
5200 N. Lake Road
Merced, CA 95343-5603
Desk: (209) 228-4635
Cell: (209) 201-5601
Fax: (209) 228-4637

