REPORT TO CiVSA MID-YEAR EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

CiVSA DIRECTOR TO

COUNCIL FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF STANDARDS I IN

HIGHER EDUCATION

Directors’ Meeting – November 11-12, 2006

Crystal City, Virginia

First National Symposium on

Standards, Self-Assessment, and Student Learning Outcomes

in Higher Education – November 12-14, 2006

Crystal City, Virginia

Matt Weismantel,  CiVSA CAS Director, attended both the Directors’ Meeting and the First National Symposium.

Directors’ Meeting

•
The new Dining Services Standards and Guidelines were presented to the Directors, reviewed in detail and approved.  This is a significant  development, as it is a step in beginning to include more functional areas that are from traditional auxiliary services operations.  These new standards will be used as a model for others similar types coming forward, including College Bookstores Standards and Guidelines.

•
National Women’s Studies Association was approved as a new member organization of CAS, bringing the total number of members (including CiVSA) to 37.

•
The publication of the new 2006 Book of Standards and Guidelines and the brand new 2006 Book of Frameworks for Assessing Learning and Development Outcomes (Matt Weismantel served as a member of the committee that worked on this new publication) has been most successful generating great interest and large numbers of orders.

•
CAS has seen a very good period financially, and the audit reflects a healthy organization.  If the CiVSA Board would like to see additional information, Matt Weismantel can forward the full audit for review.

•
A discussion of the CAS Directors took place concerning the development of new Standards and Guidelines, with specific requests for:


College Media


Adult Learners


Honor Programs


Student Financial Literacy


Services and Programs for Graduate and Professional Students


Peer Education

It was decided to move ahead quickly on establishing the new Standards for Adult Learners.  Others will be requested in the spring.

•
The revised Campus Activities Programs Standards and Guidelines (a CAS revision committee chaired by Matt Weismantel) were reviewed in detail and approved by the Directors. Significant discussion took place during the review process concerning the establishment of a standard for requiring institutional advisors for all student organizations.  This new standard passed with 35 Directors in favor, one opposed and one abstention.

•
With the completion of this committee assignment Matt has now chaired three Standards  and Guidelines revision committees, served as the “expert” member of the CIVS Standards and Guidelines development committee, and has served as a committee member on numerous other new and revision efforts.

•
The CAS President and several Board members approached Matt about placing his name in nomination at the Spring 2007 meeting to join the CAS Executive Board as a Member-at-Large.  If elected, serving in this capacity would be an honor and would reflect very positively on CiVSA.  Expenses for the additional meetings (twice a year for three days each in addition to the current twice a year Directors meetings), would be borne by CAS.  Matt has indicated his interest in pursuing this nomination.

National Symposium on Standards, Self-Assessment, and Student Learning Outcomes

This FIRST ever National Symposium was an outstanding success, with over 350 participants (a sell-out crowd, with many people on a waiting list), with folks from both this country and Europe.  Speakers included Dr. Richard Keeling, President of Keeling Consulting (opening address); Dr. Judith Eaton, President of the Council of Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA); and Dr. Susan Komives, Associate Professor, University of Maryland, College Park.

Specific sessions included:


Connecting Functional Areas to Student Learning Outcomes


Preparing for Institutional Accreditation


Creating a Culture for Assessment

Matt facilitated a session for research university participants on how CAS Standards can work within this institutional classification.  Additionally, he also facilitated a one-hour group discussion on developing a community of practice for individuals within campus life and auxiliary functional areas.

Please let Matt know if any members of the Board who would like a copy of the overall symposium schedule/program.

Attached also find a copy of the CiVSA 2006 Director’s Report, which was submitted to the CAS President in October 2006 and included in the organization overall yearly report.

Council for the Advancement of Standards in Higher Education

2006 Annual Report


Association Name:  Collegiate Information and Visitor Services Association (CiVSA)

Director / Alternate Director Name(s):  Matthew Weismantel


Association Accomplishments

Conventions, Workshops, and Meetings 

June 2006 CiVSA National Conference at American University, Washington, D.C. presentation “Putting the CAS Standards to Work”.

Marketing of CAS Publications and Products

Distributed CAS promotional materials via the CiVSA quarterly newsletter “The Welcomer”. 

Research on Use of CAS Products

None.

Director / Alternate Director CAS-Related Activities

• Served as Chair of the “Campus Activities Programs Standards and Guidelines” revision committee.  The revised standards are being presented to the CAS Directors for review and approval at the November 2006 meeting.

• Served as member of the Revision Committee for “Clinical Health Services Standards and Guidelines.”  These revised standards were approved April 2006.

• Served as a member of the Committee establishing new “Health Promotion Services Standards and Guidelines.”  These new standards were approved April 2006. 

Association Plans

As a relatively new and rapidly developing professional organization CiVSA looks forward to continuing to participate as an active member of CAS and to undertaking the first revision of the “Campus Information and Visitor Services Standards and Guidelines” during the next few years.

